NBC NEWS -STS 41-B LAUNCH (2-3-1984) 


https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=W4R722AJ7LU (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=W4R722AJ7LU 





Uploaded by DANNOTCH'S NEWSVIDEOS 
(https :/Awww.youtube.com/channel/UC7XOLKts7k4FT498Id_x5sq) on Wed Jun 09 2021. 


From February 3rd, 1984 NBC NEWS Coverage of STS-41-B, The 10th Space Shuttle Launch. 
Launched at 8:00:00 A.M E.T 


STS-41-B CREW: 


Commander: Vance D. Brand 

Pilot: Robert L. Gibson 

Mission Specialist 1: Bruce McCandless II 
Mission Specialist 2: Robert L. Stewart 
Mission Specialist 3: Ronald E. McNair 


00:00:00 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W4R722AJ7LU) 


boarded challenger and they're now ready for the 10th and in many ways most ambitious shuttle mission to 
date it's set to begin in less than an hour today friday february the 3rd 1984. from nbc news this is today with 
brian gumbel and substituting for jane pauley connie chung and good morning welcome to today for this 
friday morning it's going to be a busy friday morning absolutely getting the cape up in here and it's an 
exciting mission yeah yeah we'll find out just how exciting i had mentioned that it was perhaps the most 
ambitious shuttle mission to date we'll find out just how ambitious we get to the cape for the first of many live 
reports in them in a moment and then following that we're going to have the rest of the day's news with john 
palmer good morning john thanks brian connie good morning first the flight of the space shuttle challenger at 
cape canaveral all proceeding on schedule for this morning's liftoff now less than an hour away the highlight 
of the mission two crew members will test special rocket-powered backpacks which will enable them to fly 
outside their orbiting spacecraft science correspondent robert bazelle is at the cape this morning with a 
report good morning bob john good morning nasa officials are saying this has been one of the smoothest 
countdowns yet there have been absolutely no problems and all indications are right now that there will be a 
lift off at 8 am eastern time if we look at the picture that nasa is providing us we can see there's some little bit 
of ground fog around the launch pad just a gorgeous site that certainly won't interfere with the launch it's a 
beautiful day there are no clouds in the sky as you indicated john the highlight of this mission with the five- 
man crew for eight days will take place on the fifth day of the mission when two men bruce mccandless and 
robert stewart will go outside the spacecraft we have a model here i'd like to show you a little friend of mine 
here but they will not be tethered to the spacecraft in any way they will go out in a spacesuit like this attached 
to a jet backpack which will take them as far as 300 feet away from the orbiter challenger with no 
connections they'll fly around there come back in should be very exciting very science fictionish we're all 
looking forward to it and we 
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we're all looking forward to it and we are looking forward to a launch at 8am right on time john through that 
little round hatch or a large round hatch behind them we talked about the communication satellites they will 
deliver and briefly uh jim uh that space walk or the two walks uh will be very important to the future of the 
shuttle and the u.s space effort and we'll be back later on thank you jim back to diane astronauts 
maneuvering freely in space completely separated from the shuttle and operating jet powered backpacks just 


like buck rogers science correspondent robert bazelle has more on that this morning from cape canaveral 
good morning bob connie good morning the countdown to the 10th launch of the space shuttle continues to 
go well it looks like it will take off at 8 am eastern time the main feature of this mission will be an exercise that 
should appeal to many fans of science fiction when buck rogers and his friends got into trouble in space they 
might zip away with rocket packs on their backs that fantasy of individuals in orbit will be realized on this 
space shuttle mission when two astronauts will fly away from the shuttle with 10 million dollar jet packs called 
man maneuvering units the astronauts with no tether to the spaceship will become in fact human satellites 
flying in tandem with the shuttle the five-man crew commanded by vance brand on the right includes pilot 
robert gibson mission specialist ronald mcnair and the two men who will fly the man maneuvering units bruce 
mccandless and robert stewart bruce and i will become the world's smallest spacecraft when we step out 
and do the first untethered flights with the man maneuvering here mccandless and stewart have been 
training on a simulator of the man maneuvering unit at the martin marietta corporation in denver recently i 
had an opportunity to fly in the simulator this simulator is computer controlled so that the hand controls 
behave here just as they would in space there are 
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just as they would in space there are two controls the left hand fires jets to make the unit go forward 
backwards sideways up and down the right controls several rotations i found that the most difficult part is that 
because of the simulated effects of zero gravity any motion continues until a counter motion is applied but i 
learned quickly and was soon flying around a model of the shuttle's cargo bay on this eight day mission the 
astronauts will launch two communication satellites like this one launched on a previous mission and they will 
carry out several experiments but the highlight will certainly be the first flight of a man in space outside of and 
unattached to his spaceship good morning again i'd like to introduce our guest astronaut this time we always 
have an astronaut with us during a launch and we've all heard about what the right stuff used to be test pilots 
macho men defying i'd like to introduce you to the 1980s version of the right stuff with me is anna fisher dr 
anna fisher a physician an astronaut and the mother of a six-month-old baby good morning and welcome 
good morning bob glad to be here you were just talking about how you feel not looking out at the launch pad 
thinking that later on this year you're going to get your shot uh you're going to get your chance to go how do 
you feel right now i'm really excited for the my colleagues that are going up today and i'm really looking 
forward to my lunch later this year do you think it's going to be any different for you being a mother we were 
just looking uh at some fascinating pictures her husband bill is also an astronaut the two of you in your flight 
suit holding your gorgeous little baby it's a very different image than we have of astronauts no i think i'm 
going to enjoy it just as much as my male colleagues and i'm really looking forward to it dr fisher you once 
said that space is safer than driving the los angeles freeways but this space flight many people think is a little 
dangerous what do you think um i think that as always nasa has tested all the equipment that we're going to 
be using and i don't anticipate that there'll be any problems have there been more checks this time to sort of 
avoid various computer problems that occurred 
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various computer problems that occurred with colombia last december i'm sorry i couldn't hear that i said 
were there more checks this time do you think to avoid the kinds of problems that occurred with colombia last 
december yes we've uh very carefully checked out the computers on board there was a hardware failure we 
expect no problems with the computers we've also very carefully checked the apu's which we had some 
problems with last time and we don't anticipate any problems with those either one final question dr fisher a 
few minutes ago you talked to a colleague of yours who is also an astronaut also a mother but whose 
husband who robert gibson is in this challenger right now ready to take off what are her thoughts that she's 
watching her husband dora i'm sure she's just very excited for uh looking forward to his lunch and as i am 
looking forward to her own lunch which is also going to be this year okay thank you very much we we will be 
back throughout the morning until the watch which still looks like it's going to take place at 8 00 a.m eastern 
time back to you in new york i've shot from cape canaveral where as you can see following a planned 10- 
minute hole in the countdown the countdown has resumed for the 10th launch of the space shuttle this being 


the fifth mission of challenger liftoff from cape canaveral now scheduled for 8 o'clock eastern time we'll be 
continuing to check in live welcome back thanks good morning again everything proceeding on schedule this 
morning for the launch of the space shuttle challenger science correspondent robert mizell is now at the 
kennedy space center at cape canaveral and he has this late report bob john that uh plane you see flying 
you sci-fi a moment ago is john young who's the head of the astronaut office but his function this morning is 
to test the landing conditions at the strip that's a few miles from the launch pad here the conditions are 
excellent this morning they're being tested in case of an emergency the crew will have to return there on 
saturday a week from tomorrow if everything goes well the shuttle will return here after its eight day mission 
out on the path the five astronauts are conducting the final tests everything is as you said going very well a 
few minutes ago stan gross the nasa 


00:08:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=W4R722AJ7LU&t=481s 





a few minutes ago stan gross the nasa test director pulled all the experts at each one of the consoles to find 
out whether every system is working every system is working that was it he resumed the countdown it's now 
proceeding he wished uh commander vance brand good luck vance brand replied that the crew was ready to 
go and it looks like they will in less than a half an hour john robert very shortly so stay with us here on today 
we'll be back right after these messages you see challenger right there on the pad at cape canaveral in 
florida you're looking at a live shot the countdown preceding normally our science correspondent robert 
bozzell is down there bob this one's gone off without a hitch all morning long hasn't it that's right brian it 
certainly has but as anna fisher our guest astronaut who's here next to me explained a little while ago there's 
nothing like a routine launch nothing like a routine asset right it's always exciting and always a little bit 
dangerous every time well that's true uh john young says there's never going to be anything like a routine 
accident and certainly not for the people who are getting to have we'll go to one for the first time well that's 
certainly true there's some people out there going through for the first time what's happening now is that a 
few minutes ago they started the auxiliary power units these are little motors on board that point the rockets 
in the right direction and that was a crucial milestone because those were the things that caught on fire 
during the last space shuttle mission during the ascent and then during the landing and caused some 
concern nasa assures us that those have been repaired and that those like everything else are looking very 
good for the launch right now brian those computers were simply jarred out is that right bob that there was a 
bit of a solder that was jarred out so there were two problems one was the auxiliary power units the other 
was a computer problem the computer problem they say has also been fixed it was a little piece of solder as 
you said that got jarred out during the ascent you and dr fisher talked about this one proceeding and 
smoothly i i asked this of the both of you considering the problems uh of the past year delays with with 
shuttles and and various little glitches how important was it to nasa to have one that went off without a hitch 
well i think we always want 
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think we always want our launches to go off on time and that we're very pleased that this mission is going off 
at schedule but bob for a practical standpoint is it terribly important do you think oh i think everyone is 
important and this certainly was after the problems that were so publicized on the last ones they're having a 
little other scheduling problems in the future dr fisher's mission may or may not be postponed it was 
scheduled for october but for this morning we're coming up on two minutes away right now everything is 
being run by a computer called a ground launch sequencer the people on the ground no longer making any 
decisions they're just watching the panels to make sure that everything keeps working we should note and i 
hope uh in case you said it earlier that i'm not repeating this for others that this was the first of of ten 
launches for 1984. bob i had said as we came on the air this morning that this was in in many ways the most 
ambitious shuttle mission to date would you agree with that well it's certainly ambitious in terms of what nasa 
calls the extra vehicle activity or the two men are going to go out in those jet backpacks in other ways it's 
somewhat routine and that they're launching communication satellites like they've done before and things are 
moving along pretty well for nasa right now it is nasa's way i i would suspect to to play down any risk 
involved um from your point of view how much risk are mccandless and stuart going to be taking with those 


mmus what do you think about that dr phil do you think there's a lot of risk in going out in space not being 
attached well there's some risk but again i think nasa has really tested those maneuvering units and we have 
backup procedures if they were to fail to recover them with the orbiter so i don't think any of us are real 
worried bryant uh we're coming up now on one minute a key thing to watch for as we go to mark hess the 
voice of nasa control as a t minus 31 that's when the computers on board take over and if we pass that 
milestone everything looks very good and again as bob noted the countdown now being controlled by ground 
lodge sequence in florida and then once the orbiter clears the 
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and then once the orbiter clears the tower it will be picked up and controlled by the johnson folks of the 
johnson space center in houston texas these things have become routine to many but they continue to be 
electric for most so we'll shut up and listen to mark hess at shuttle launch control board t-minus 42 seconds 
and counting t-minus 38 seconds over the computer's positioning vent doors to launch configuration coming 
up on a go to take over control by the onboard computers and we have a go for auto sequence start t minus 
23 seconds and counting orbital computers now in command of the countdown t minus 15 14 13 12 11 10. 
we have a go for main engine start six five we have main engine start three two one zero we have solid 
rocket booster ignition and liftoff of the challenger and the tenth space shuttle flight cleared the tower [Music] 
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[Music] velocity 2300 feet per second altitude 11 nautical miles down range distance nine miles one minute 
45 seconds velocity 3 400 feet per second altitude 17 nautical miles downrange distance 17 nautical miles 
standing by for solid rocket booster separation roger pc right as you can see from that picture it's a cloudless 
day here at cape canaveral absolutely gorgeous um [Music] 
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as we as we see uh challenger lifting off as we look at the replay one more time bob mazzell i had um i had 
noted that these things have become routine to many you've seen all of them if i'm correct are they still 
electric to you today was a particularly beautiful one because as i said there were no clouds in the sky here 
also it was very humid so this is something that i've always wished we could transmit on television there's an 
enormous crackling sound and then you feel it you feel it in your chest the force of all that explosive power 
between all that weight four and a half million tons going up into the into the air there four and a half million 
pounds i should say and it is a spectacular sight and today it was even more so well it's especially 
spectacular when it goes off without a hitch as this one did and as noted once the shuttle cleared the tower 
as it has now we're now almost four minutes into the launch it then becomes the responsibility of the folks at 
the johnson space center in houston texas standing by out there is our nbc correspondent roy neal roy what 
do the folks think out there well bryant while that cape launch team settles back for a little relaxation here in 
houston the flight controllers are sitting on the edge of their seats there's still about four more minutes of burn 
on those main engines before the spacecraft challenger really gets into orbit and uh so they're nearing that 
point right now where the ship can no longer return to the cape if uh something were to go wrong it would 
have to go clean around the world and land in california so obviously they're watching very carefully and that 
is why the mission controllers are a little on edge right now they don't show it we're listening to the voice of 
steve nesbitt in mission control for the last few minutes he sounds very normal flight director gary cohn the 
same way and guy gardner is now talking to vance brandt and hoop gibson aboard the spacecraft uh ron 
mcnair by the way the mission specialist ron mcnair is up on the flight deck with the pilot and the commander 
down below the spacewalking astronauts bruce mccandless and 
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and bob stewart are seated they're passengers at this stage of the game later on of course they'll be all 
important but right now houston's mission control is uh watching the flight very carefully and they are in 
control roy i'm curious are the folks at houston as excited about the star wars aspects of this mission as the 


rest of us seem to be yes despite the atmosphere that they try to exude which is one of total confidence 
they're excited as a matter of fact during pre-flight interviews i talked to the astronauts themselves and when 
pressed when pressed uh bryant mccandless and uh stuart are the first to admit that this will be exciting for 
them too okay roy neal thank you very much and so we are now almost six minutes into the launch of the 
space shuttle challenger this being the fourth liftoff of that orbiter launch went off as scheduled eight o'clock 
eastern time let's take a look at it one more time with audio being supplied by marquess we have solid rocket 
booster ignition and liftoff of challenger and the 10th space shuttle flight the shuttle has cleared the tower 
control 20 seconds [Music] percent and so the liftoff of challenger is successful 
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